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Editorial
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Singapore Telugu Samajam has reached a significant milestone today by 
organising the Sri Srinivasa Kalyanotsavam in Singapore with Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams. Humble salutations to God Almighty and all 
devotees and well-wishers who were instrumental to shape this event 
from a beginning. 

I feel it is a Divine blessing to be the Editor of this Magazine. Given the 
short span of time we had, It has been quite a ride, one characterized by 
joy and chaos in equal measure.  

I would like to thank  STS committee members and STS volunteers who 
have come forth to guide us in our journey. I humbly hope that somewhere 
in this magazine, there is a snippet of information or even a photograph that you will find meaningful, making 
it a publication you will treasure. I would like to thank Singapore Telugu Samajam executive committee for 
entrusting me with the production of this Souvenir.

May Lord Venkateswara bless each and every one of you.

V S Anil Kumar Polisetty
Event Lead,

Vice-President, 
Singapore Telugu Samajam

Kuricheti Jyotheswar Reddy
Editor,

Vice-President, 
Singapore Telugu Samajam

Event Lead
Venkatadri samam sthanam brahmande nasti kinchana, 

Venkatesa samodevo na bhuto na bhavishyati
Meaning : 

Neither in the past nor in the future would there be a sacred place in this 
universe that can equal the sanctity of the Venkatadri hills nor would there 
be a God who can equal the Holy Lord Sri Venkateswara Swamy. 
He is the family deity of many and the highly revered deity of the Indians. 
For many, It is life time dream to visit and get the blessings of Lord 
Venkateswara.

Singapore Telugu Samajam have been conducting various events to discover rich cultural heritage, traditions 
and reinforce bonding  between family, friends and local community. Every year, STS performs Sri Srinivasa 
Kalyanotsavam in Sri Srinivasa Perumal temple on Ugadi Day(Telugu New year). STS was privileged to 
perform Sri Bhadrachala Sita Rama Kalyanotsavam last year. This year, With the divine blessings of Sri 
Venkateswara Swamy, Singapore Telugu Samajam and Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam are conducting 
“Tirumala Tirupati Sri Srinivasa Thiru Kalyanotsavam”. As part of this 2.5 day event, We are organising 
various Sevas to Lord Venkateswara, on the lines of those performed at Tirumala hills. This will be extended 
Dussehra and Deepavali Celebrations to all of us. 

It gives me an immense pleasure to invite you all for this magnificent occasion. I thank each and everyone 
who made this possible, from bottom of my heart. I wish, you will make use of this opportunity of a lifetime 
and be part of the celebrations.
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Greetings and best wishes to all my fellow Singaporeans and Indians living in 
Singapore. For most of us, Singapore has been our home for decades, and we do 
not miss our homeland staying in Singapore due to its rich heritage and culture.                
I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt feelings through this souvenir.

Singapore Telugu Samajam is formed in 1975 and has been contributing for more 
than past four decades in preserving our ancient heritage and culture. We organize 
cultural, traditional, educational, devotional, recreational, entertainment, charitable and service events. In all 
our events, we pass a message to fellow Indians to be global citizens and align our culture to add up to great
Singapore culture and work for peace and harmony in our neighbourhood.

Singapore Telegu Samajam promotes the importance of safeguarding Mother tongue language. Respecting 
all the other languages equally, it is every individual’s responsibility to pass over our Mother Tongue to our 
future generations. With this intention, STS has started “Telugu Badi” a decade ago.

We feel that It’s not Singapore Telugu Samajam organising “Sri Srinivasa Kalyana Mahotsavam”, LORD 
himself chose to visit Singapore and blessed us with opportunity and responsibility to organize LORD 
Perumal’s Celestial Wedding Ceremony. We are glad to inform you that Sri Srinivasa Perumal is coming to 
Singapore after 12 years (pushkaram) during sacred purtassi month.

We are thankful to Tirumala Tirupati Devastanams for understanding our intention and providing us needful 
approvals to make this event happen. TTD Chairman Mr. Y V Subba Reddy garu along with board member 
Mr. Chevireddy Bhaskar Reddy garu and couple of admin staff are attending this event personally and 
administering the event.

We are glad that Ministers Mr K Shanmugam and Mr S Iswaran  have kindly agreed  to grace the occasion. 

Appreciate for the tremendous support from Hindu Endowment Board Singapore and Sri Sivan Temple 
Committee and Staff. I take this opportunity to thank all the association members, individual contributors, 
volunteers and devotees without whom, this event would not have been possible.

Last but not the least, I express my sincere gratitude to executive committee of Singapore Telugu Samajam 
for their sleepless nights and relentless efforts to provide blissful divine experience to devotees.

Kommireddy Ramakoti Reddy
President
The Singapore Telugu Cultural Society
(Singapore Telugu Samajam)
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SEVAK Limited was incorporated in Singapore under the name of Mediacom Technologies Pte Ltd on 15 July 
1993. Subsequently, it was converted to a public limited company on 25 October 1999.

The Company continues to focus on 3 verticals:
• Operator Products and Distribution Service
• Information Communications and Technology (ICT) Distribution and managed services
• Mobile devices retail services

The Company has also embarked upon Battery Electric Vehicles fleet management services in
Singapore since 2016. In Indonesia, the Company mainly distributes mobile prepaid cards as authorized 
distributor of thewell-established telecom operators in Indonesia namely PT Telekomunikasi Selular 
(Telkomsel), PT XL Axiata, and PT Indosat (“Airtime Business”). The distribution is based on a network of 
more than 30,000 resellers, 150 dealers and sub-dealers, along with a network of large number of branch 
offices and subbranch offices in Indonesia. 

Based on partnerships with global players like IBM and HP, the Company provides both hardware infrastructure 
and business service integration for governments and corporate clients in Southeast Asia. The Company 
offers integrated one-stop ICT solutions ranging from consultancy to  maintenance and disaster recovery 
services and also undertakes projects on Networking, Data Hosting, and Managed Service solutions. The 
Company is now focusing on services driven business and key innovative offerings aligned to IBM and HP 
strategy to improve margins via futuristic services based Offerings like Cloud, IOT, Server consolidation, 
Virtualization and other services relevant to a developed economy. 

The Company is moving from “Information to Innovation” in the coming years and has started exploring 
new areas of opportunities in ICT and Electric Vehicles since 2016 onwards. In a strategic move to focus 
on innovative technologies, as the information technologies may not have the desired growth potential, the 
Company is embarking upon an innovation led business of battery electric vehicles (BEV) with a Chinese 
manufacturer BYD (Build Your Dreams) in Singapore. Since 1999 SEVAK Limited is listed on the Main board 
of the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited and operates under the ticker symbol SGX: BAI.

46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE_P1-16.indd   10 8/10/19   9:07 PM



Congratulations to Singapore Telugu Samajam for collaborating with 
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) in conducting the sacred Sri Srinivasa 
Kalyanaotsavam in Singapore. It gives thousands of Hindu devotees living here 
an opportunity to witness this Divine event. I am certain Hindus will appreciate 
the efforts of Telugu Samajam and TTD for facilitating this special ceremony.
Singapore Telugu Samajam has grown stronger over the years and I understand 
that they are organising many religious and social events regularly to add to the rich 
cultural diversity of the nation. It is heartening to note that all their activities remain 
inclusive to strengthen racial and religious harmony, two of the key pillars of Singapore.

Hindus in Singapore and surrounding countries need no encouragement to attend 
the Sri Srinivasa Kalyanaotsavam and receive HIS blessings.

Om Namo Narayanaya.

R JAYACHANDRAN
CHAIRMAN
HINDU ENDOWMENTS BOARD

11

MESSAGE

46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE_P1-16.indd   11 8/10/19   9:07 PM



46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE_P1-16.indd   12 9/10/19   10:02 AM



13

46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE_P1-16.indd   13 8/10/19   9:07 PM



46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE_P1-16.indd   14 8/10/19   9:07 PM



“SERVE ALL BEINGS AS SERVICE TO GOD
WORSHIP YOUR OWN RESPECT ALL”

Jai Srimannarayana

I have known and appreciated Singapore Telugu Samajam since its inception. I am pleased

to have been invited to the divine occasion of Sri Srinivasa Kalyana Utsavam by Singapore 

Telugu Samajam this year. I am elated to know that they are hosting the deities from Tirumala

itself.

I am serving the lord on another commitment which needs my presence in Delhi during the

kalyana utsavam until the 14 th October. Though I won’t be there physically to witness the 

great event, my heart is there with all the devoted public and will be praying to the Lord to 

shower his grace on all, forever.

Jai Srimannarayana

His Holiness Sri Tridandi Chinna Jeeyar Swami ji

MESSAGE
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MESSAGE

Hearty congratulations and wishes to the members and Management committee of 
‘The Singapore Telugu Cultural Society” for “Srivari Kalyanavotsavam”.

It is a blessing to have Sri Srinivasa Perumal from Tirumala to Singapore especially 
to bless Singapore Devotees.

On behalf of  Sri Sivan Temple I would like to extend a hearty welcome to                                     
Sri Y V Subba Reddy, TTD’s chairman and his fellow TTD Board members for 
joining in the celebration.

It will also be a great honour to have Minister K Shanmugam, Minister of Home 
affairs for gracing the occasion.

Once again my best wishes for the success of the event.

 

VENKATESH NARAYANASAMY
CHAIRMAN
SRI SIVAN TEMPLE
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MESSAGE

Om Namah Sivaaya

Om Namo Venkatesaya Namaha

Vanakkam!

Congratulations and Best wishes to the Organising Committee of the “Srivari Thiru 
Kalyanavotsavam”. 

I would like to extend my best wishes for the success of the Grand Event!

ANBALAGAN THANGAVELU
SECRETARY
SRI SIVAN TEMPLE

Anbae Sivam!
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Singapore Telugu Samajam Events 
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STS Telugu Badi

One of the best and most effective gifts a parent can give to their kids is to pass their language, 
Traditions and culture. Education plays a major part in everyone 
life and especially knowing native language strengthens the roots 
of social character of the children and help to keep legacy going. 
As many portrayed and described in ancient scripts and literatures 
our native language “Telugu“ with its characteristics is known as the 
&quot;Italian of the East&quot; and we take pride in saying we are 
from Telugu community , We know how to understand, speak , write 
and represent Telugu wherever we can, we shall pass the pride to our 
future generations and encourage them to take part in the movement 
of representing Telugu and spread our traditions and culture as much 
as possible.

With this as a core principal Singapore Telugu Samajam has 
started Singapore Telugu Badi from 2009 to teach Telugu for 
all those who are interested to learn. We are proud to say 
that when we started although we started with very minimal 
numbers in terms of students all the volunteers who are part 
of Telugu Badi contributed to spread the word, promote, 
encourage everyone to enrol their kids in to Telugu classes 
and they have spent countless hours in teaching the kids who 

joined. With all the help from volunteers, parents, students we are now successfully running Telugu 
classes in four locations in Singapore with close to 80 students in various levels with students aged 
between 6 to 70 years and expecting to open few more in next years. This does not happen without 
all your support, suggestions and encouragement you have given us.

We are certainly confident that with all your continued 
support we will grow our Telugu Badi classes and soon 
we will be able to make Telugu language as part of 
Singapore School curriculum and make it as part of 
second language selection for our students.

We make humble request to all of you to enrol yourkids, 
encourage all parents to enrol their kids into Telugu 
Badi and support us with your donations for the Telugu 
Badi expansion.
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Sri Venkateswara Temple is a landmark 
Vaishnavite temple situated in the hill town of 
Tirumala at Tirupati in Chittoor district of Andhra 
Pradesh, India. The Temple is dedicated to Lord 
Sri Venkateswara, an incarnation of Vishnu, 
who is believed to have appeared here to save 
mankind from trials and troubles of Kali Yuga. 
Hence the place has also got the name Kaliyuga 
Vaikuntham and Lord here is referred to as 
Kaliyuga Prathyaksha Daivam. The temple is 
also known by other names like Tirumala Temple, 
Tirupati Temple, Tirupati Balaji Temple. Lord 
Venkateswara is known by many other names: 
Balaji, Govinda, Srinivasa and Perumal.

History of Tirupati

40
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Varahaswamy Temple, Tirumala

Sri Varahaswamy Temple or AdiVarahaswamy Temple is a Hindu-Vaishnavite temple situated 
at hill town of Tirumala in Tirupati. As per legend, after saving the Earth from Hiranyaksha, Lord 
Varaha stayed on this hill on the northern bank of Swami Pushkarini. Hence Tirumala Hills is also 
referred to as Adivarahakshetra. During the beginning of Kaliyuga, Lord Varaha donated land to 
Lord Venkateswara on his request. As a gratitude, Lord Venkateswara offered first bell, puja and 
Naivedyam to Varahaswamy before they were offered to him. This is being followed as a tradition 
even today.

Kalyanotsavam in Tirumala

Kalyanotsavam marks the hour-long celestial wedding ritual performed according Vaikasa Agama 
Sastra for the Utsava Murthis of the Lord along with His consorts Sri Devi and Bhu Devi in the Kalyana 
Mandapam. Priest conducts the marriage and an archaka is consecrated to perform other rituals 
on behalf of the bridegroom. The idols of The Lord and His brides face each other with a screen 
in between them. After the priests perform appropriate homam, the bridegroom and the brides are 
allowed to see each other at the appropriate auspicious moment as the screen is removed. This is 
followed by Mangala sutra dharana, Tahlambralu and then Lord and his consorts are garlanded.
Main Events of  Kalyanotsavam
• Agni Pratishta  
• Vastra Samarpana 
• Maha Sankalpam 
• Kanyadanam 
• Here the Gotra Pravaras of Lord and His Consorts were recited by the priests
• Bharadwaja Gotram – Lord Venakteswara
• Bhargava Gotram     – Goddess Sri Devi
• Kasyapa Gotram       – Goddess Bhu Devi
• Mangalya Dharana 
• Varana Mayiram 
• Aarti 

41
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Magnificent Tirumala Hills 

The 27 kilometers long Tirumala Hill comprises of seven peaks. These peaks represent the seven 
heads of Adisesha. The peaks are Vrushabhadri, Anjanadri, Neeladri, Garudadri,  Seshadri, 
Narayanadri and Venkatadri.

The Seven Hills Of Tirumala 
1) Vrushabadri :  Hill of Nandi, the vahana of Lord Shiva. 
2) Anjanadri : Hill of Lord Hanuman.
3) Neeladri : Hill of Neela Devi. 
4) Garudadri : Hill of Garuda, the vahana of Lord Vishnu. 
5) Seshadri : Hill of Sesha, the dasa of Lord Vishnu. 
6) Naraynadri : Hill of Narayana (Vishnu). 
7) Venkatadri : Hill of Lord Venkateswara.

The Tirumala ranges show the face of Lord Balaji

Tirupati Laddu 

The renowned sweet, Tirupati Laddu which is enriched with dried fruits and also nuts is a registered 
Geographical Indicator (GI). Around 1, 75,000 laddus are prepared daily in the holy kitchen of the 
temple serving millions of devotees.

42
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Facilities At Tirupati 

Marriages are also performed at the Tirupati Temple in the name of the Lord ensuring peace and 
harmony in a married life. There are thousands of Mandaps in Tirupathi, Shubham Convention 
Centre, PMR Convention, OrgEve, Vorla LaxmaReddy Convention Hall, Greenhouse Function Hall 
to name a few.

Places to visit around Tirumala 

Besides the sacred iconic temple of Lord Sri Venkateswara Swamy which is a marvel and a 
masterpiece of Dravidian architecture – there are many other places to visit and things to admire 
on the Tirumala hills. Some of the must visit places in Tirumala are Swami Pushkarini, Sri Bhu 
Varaha Swamy temple, Sri Hathiramjee Mutt, Sri Bedi Anjaneya Swamy temple, Srivari Sikhara 
Darshanam, Sila Thoranam, Dharmagiri, Narayangiri, Papavinasanam, Akasa Ganga water falls, 
Temple Museum, Asthana Mandapams and Gogarbham Gardens.

Other Prominent temples and Places around Tirupathi 

Apart from the highly revered Venkateshwara Temple maintained by Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams, 
there are a lot of places to visit in Tirupati which include other temples, parks and hill stations.
Some of them are – 
* Tiruchanoor – Sri Padmavathi Ammavari Temple
* Sri Govindaraja Swami Temple
* Srinivasa Mangapuram
* Srivaari Mettu
* Sri Lakshmi Narayana Swamy Temple
* Sri Vinayaka Swamy Temple

Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) 

Formed in 1930, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam manages the routine affairs of the temples. It 
also looks at all the charitable activities of the temple. Subsequently, in 1932 the management of the 
Temple was handed over to when Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), a non-profit organisation 
that was established to protect this important religious heritage. The TTD runs various charitable 
trusts with the proceeds from the pilgrims.

Tirupati Darshan Booking for NRI’s 

NRI (NonResident Indians) do have the special entrance for at Balaji Darshan through Supatham. 
*  NRI Pilgrim needs to carry his/her passport along with valid visa documents to avail Special   
    Entrance benefit. Arrival date less than 30 days.
*  NRI People should report at Supatham (near Vaikuntam Queue complex) anytime between   
   12 to 6 pm.
•  The ticket is not required for children below 12 years in Tirumala for Darshan, they can        
    accompany with their parents. Photocopy of birth Certificate with ID proof of parents is required.

 

43

46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE LATEST APPROVED.indd   43 8/10/19   8:24 PM



Ahobilam

Ahobilam is an important pilgrimage center 
located in the Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh.. 
Ahobilam is the holy abode of Lord Narasimha, 
an incarnation of Lord Vishnu in man-lion form. 
According to legend, this is the place where 
Lord Narasimha killed Hiranyakasipu and saved 
Prahalada

Srikalahasti

Srikalahasti is one of the ancient Shiva Kshetras 
situated in Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh. 
Srikalahasti got its name from three words - 
‘Sri’ meaning a spider, ‘Kala’ meaning a serpent 
and Hasti meaning an elephant, as these three 
creatures are believed to have worshipped Lord 
Shiva at this place and attained salvation.

Srisailam :

Srisailam is one of the twelve Jyotirlingas of 
Lord Shiva situated on the banks of River 
Krishna in Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh. It 
is one of the most important pilgrimage centers 
of Lord Shiva in India. Srisailam is famous for 
Srisailam Dam & Bhramaramba Mallikarjuna 
Temple which is dedicated to Lord Shiva. The 
sanctum enshrines Lord Mallikarjuna in the form 
of a linga protected by a three-hooded cobra.

Prominent Pilgrim places in 
Andhra Pradesh

44
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Vijayawada

Vijayawada is located on the banks of the Krishna River to the South, Budameru River on the north 
and the Indrakiladri Hills on the west.  Legend says that Goddess Durga took rest in this sacred 
place after destroying a Rakshasa and since then the name ‘Land of Victory’ or Vijayawada came 
into existence. 

Mantralayam

Mantralaya is situated in Kurnool district of 
Andhra Pradesh. This is the place where 
the Vaishnava saint Sri Guru Raghavendra 
took Jeeva Samadhi (tomb).

Annavaram

Annavaram is located in East Godavari district 
of Andhra Pradesh. Annavaram is famous for 
Sri Satyanarayana Swamy temple. It is believed 
that all the wishes of devotees will be fulfilled 
when Satyanarayana Vratam is performed 
here.

45
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Kanipakam

Kanipakam is located in Chittoor district of 
Andhra Pradesh. Famous for the Varasiddhi 
Vinayaka Temple (Kanipakam Temple). 
Kanipakam temple is a rare temple with 
a self-manifestation (swayambhu) idol of 
Lord Ganesha.

Mahanandi 

Mahanandi is a holy Shivaite pilgrimage 
center located in Kurnool District of 
Andhra Pradesh. Within 15 km radius from 
Mahanandi, there are nine Nandis (Bulls) 
known as Nava Nandis. Mahanandi is 
famous for the Mahanandiswara Temple and 
foremost shrines of Nava Nandis. The nine 
Nandi temples are Mahanandi, Shivanandi, 
Vinayakanandi, Somanandi, Prathamanandi, 
Garudanandi, Suryanandi, Krishnanandi and 
Naganandi.

Simhachalam 

Simhachalam is a Hindu temple located in the Visakhapatnam City in Andhra Pradesh. This 11th 
century temple is dedicated to Sri Varaha Narasimha Swamy, an incarnation of Vishnu and situated 
on top of the Simhachalam Hills.

46
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Prominent Pilgrim places in 
Telangana 

 Yadagirigutta

Its abode of Narasimha Swamy, an incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu. This cave temple is situated 
at an altitude of 300 feet on a large hillock. 
Yadagirigutta was earlier known as Vedagiri 
because it is believed that Lord Vishnu kept 
all the Vedas at this sacred place. 

Basara

Basara is a popular pilgrimage site located in 
Adilabad district of Telangana, on the banks of 
River Godavari. The Basara temple in is a unique 
temple of Goddess Saraswati, the Hindu Goddess 
of Knowledge and Learning. Children are brought 
here to do the learning ceremony called Akshara 
Abyasam. 

Bhadrachalam

Bhadrachalam is a popular pilgrimage site located in Khammam district of Telangana, on the banks 
of River Godavari. The temple for Lord Rama was built by a devotee called Kancherla Gopanna 
popularly known as Bhakta Ramadasu.
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Vemulawada

Vemulawada is located in Sircilla, Telangana. 
Vemulawada is famous for the temple of 
Rajarajeshwara Swamy, an incarnation of Lord 
Shiva. 

Alampur

Alampur is located in Mahbubnagar district 
of Telangana situated on the banks of 
River Tungabhadra. Alampur is famous for 
Jogulamba Temple (a Shakti Peetha).
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Telugu language Prominence 
Telugu is a Dravidian language spoken in the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Telugu 
ranks fourth among the languages with the highest number of native speakers in India, with 6.93 % 
at the 2011 census & fifteenth in the Ethnologue list of most widely-spoken languages worldwide.

• Telugu is one of the twenty-two scheduled languages of the Republic of India. 

•  It is one of six languages designated a classical language of India by the country’s government.

• Telugu is the only language other than Sanskrit which has the linguistic prakriya (literature game)  
   called Avadhana. which disappeared in other languages with the passage of time. 

• Languages also have become more and more simple and adopted simple pronunciations, the  \
   reason for some typical sounds of Telugu being missing in many other languages.

• Sri Krishnadeva Raya has said “Desa bhashalandu Telugu Lessa” which means “Among the 
  nation’s languages, Telugu is the best”. May be that’s the reason most of the kirtanas in carnatic  
  music are in Telugu but not in any other language.

• Rabindranath Tagore is said to have stated that Telugu is the sweetest of all (Indian) Languages.

• Being a mellifluous language, British authors in the 19th century called Telugu, Italian of the East. 
  It is believed that Italian explorer Niccolò Da Conti, who visited Vijayanagara empire during the  
   reign of Vira Vijaya Bukka Raya in the fifteenth century, coined the phrase.

• Mahakavi Subramanya Barathiyar has praised telugu in a tamil song. Also Known as Mahakavi 
  Bharathiyar. ‘Sundara Telunginil Pattu Isaippom’. ‘Sinthu nathiyin.... Sundara telunginil patisaithu’.  
  He accepted telugu as a sweetest language.
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Sri Srinivasa Kalyanam 
The rishis headed by Kasyapa began to perform a sacrifice on the banks of the Gangas. 
Sage Narada visited them and asked them why they were performing the sacrifice 
and who would be pleased by it. Not being able to answer the question, the rishis 
approached Sage Bhrigu.To reach a solution after a direct ascertainment of reality. 

Bhrigu first went to Satyaloka, the adobe of Lord Brahma. At Satyloka, he found Lord Bramhma, 
reciting the four Vedas in praise of Lord Narayana,  with each of his four heads, and attend upon 
by Saraswati. Lord Brahma did not take notice of Bhrigu offering obeisance. Concluding that 
Lord Brahma was unfit for worship, Bhrigu left Satyaloka for Kailasa, the abode of Lord Shiva. 
At Kailasa, Bhrigu found Lord Siva spending his time pleasantly with Parvati and not noticing his 
presence. Parvati drew the attention of Siva to the presence of the sage. Lord Siva was furious 
at Bhrigu’s intrusion and tried to destroy him. The sage cursed Lord Siva and left for Vaikuntam. 
At Vaikuntam, Lord Vishnu (also called Srimannarayana) was reposing on Adisesha with Sri 
Mahalakshmi in service at His feet. Finding that Srimannarayana also did not notice him, the 
sage was infuriated and he kicked the Lord on His chest, the place where Mahalakshmi resides.

At once, Lord Vishnu hastened to apologise to the angry sage and pressed his feet to allay the pain 
caused to Bhrigu’s leg. In doing so the Lord removed the eye in the foot of the sage, which gave Bhrigu 
power as to defy the Devas. Thereupon, the sage decided that Lord Vishnu was the most supreme 
of the trimurthis and told the rishis the same. Thereupon, they decided that Lord Vishnu was the fruit 
of the yaga. Sri Mahalakshmi was angered by the action of her Lord in apologising to Bhrigu who 
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committed an offence. She, therefore, left Vaikuntam without heeding the entreaties of the Lord. At the 
commencement of the current Sveta Varaha Kalpa, the whole universe was filled with water and the 
Earth was immersed in it. Lord Vishnu assumed the form of a white boar (Sri Varaha) and dived into the 
water to lift the Earth. He slew the demon Hiranyaksha who was obstructing Him and rescued the Earth. 

Brahma and the other Devas praised Sri Varaha for saving the Earth by chanting the Vedas and showering 
flowers on Him. Lord Vishnu decided to stay on Earth in the form of Sri Varaha for some time, to punish 
the wicked and protect the virtuous. The place then came to be known as Varaha Kshetra and the Varaha 
Kalpa commenced. After the departure of Mahalakshmi, a forlorn Lord Vishnu left Vaikuntam and took 
abode in an ant-hill under a tamarind tree, beside a pushkarini on the Venkata Hill. Taking pity on Lord 
Vishnu, Brahma and Maheshwara decided to assume the forms of a cow and its calf to serve Him.

Surya, the Sun God informed Mahalakshmi of this and requested her to assume the form of a 
cowherdess and sell the cow and calf to the king of the Chola country. The king of the Chola 
country bought the cow and its calf and sent them to graze on the Venkata Hill along with his 
herd of cattle. Discovering Lord Vishnu on the ant-hill, the cow provided its milk, and thus fed the 
Lord. Meanwhile, at the palace, the cow was not yielding any milk, for which the Chola Queen 
chastised the cowherd severely. To find out the cause of lack of milk, the cowherd followed 
the cow, hid himself behind a bush and discovered the cow emptying her udder over the ant-
hill. Incensed over the conduct of the cow, the cowherd aimed a blow with his axe on the head 
of the cow. However, Lord Vishnu rose from the ant-hill to receive the blow and save the cow. 
When the cowherd saw the Lord bleed at the blow of his axe, he fell down and died of shock.
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On the death of the cowherd, the cow returned, bellowing in fright and with blood stains all over 
her body, to the Chola King. To find out the cause of the cow’s terror, the King followed her to 
the scene of the incident. The King found the cowherd lying dead on the ground near the ant-
hill. While he stood wondering how it had happened, Lord Vishnu rose from the ant-hill and 
cursed the King saying that he would become an Asura because of the fault of his servant.

The King pleaded innocence, and the Lord blessed him by saying that the curse would end when 
the Lord was adorned with a kireetam presented by Akasa Raja at the time of His marriage with Sri 
Padmavati. Thereafter, Lord Vishnu or Srinivasa, decided to stay in Varaha Kshetra, and requested Sri 
Varahaswami to grant Him a site for His stay. His request being readily granted, Srinivasa ordained that 
a pilgrimage to His shrine would not be complete unless it is preceded by a bath in the Pushkarini and 
darshan of Sri Varahaswami, and that puja and naivedyam should be offered to Sri Varahaswami first.
Yasoda brought up Sri Krishna, the son of Devaki, in his early years. However, Yasoda was not blessed 
to witness the marriage of Sri Krishna with Rukmini and she felt very sad. Sri Krishna promised to 
fulfil her desire in her next birth as Vakuladevi in his next avatara as Srinivasa. In Rukmini’s next birth 
as Vakuladevi, she was serving Lord Varahaswami when He sent her to serve Srinivasa. Sometime 
later, a King named Akasa Raja who belonged to the Lunar race was ruling over Thondamandalam.

He had a brother named Thondaman. Akasa Raja had no heirs, and therefore, he wanted 
to perform a sacrifice. As part of the sacrifice, he was ploughing the fields when his plough 
turned up a lotus in the ground. On examining the lotus, the King found a female child in it. 
Akasa Raja was happy to find the child. He carried it to his palace and gave it to his Queen. 
At that time he heard a voice from above which said, “Oh! King, tend to it as your child and 
fortune will befall you.” As the child was found in a lotus, the king named her Padmavati.

52

46305YM_THIRUPATHI MAGAZINE LATEST APPROVED.indd   52 8/10/19   8:24 PM



In course of time, Princess Padmavati grew up into a beautiful maiden and was attended to by a host of 
maids. One day, while she was spending her time in a garden picking flowers with her maids, Sage Narada 
approached her. Assuring her that he was her well-wisher, he asked her to show him her palm to read 
her future. He foretold that she was destined to be the spouse of Lord Vishnu himself. At this time, Lord 
Srinivasa, who was hunting, chased a wild elephant in the forests surrounding the hills. In the elephant’s 
pursuit, the Lord was led into a garden, where Princess Padmavati and her maids were picking flowers.

The sight of the elephant frightened the Princess and her maids. But the elephant immediately 
turned around, saluted the Lord and disappeared into the forest. Lord Srinivasa, who was 
following on horseback, and saw the frightened maidens, who accosted Him with queries
  
When Lord Srinivasa returned, Vakuladevi brought him his usual dinner comprising various 
delicacies. However, she found him lying on his bed, pining for his love. When she enquired 
about the cause, the Lord informed her that unless he married Princess Padmavati, he 
would never be well again. Vakuladevi then asked Him to tell her all about the Princess. The 
Lord then narrated the story of her (Padmavati’s) previous birth and his promise to wed her.
In olden times, Lakshmi, in the form of Vedavati, was staying in an ashram in the forests. At that 
time, Ravana, the lord of Lanka tried to tempt her. In anger, Vedavati cursed him saying that she 
would bring about his death. To show how true her words were, Vedavati walked into the fire, but 
Agni, the Fire God rescued her. He took Vedavati to his house and entrusted her to his wife’s 
care. When Ravana was about to carry away Sita from Panchavati, in the absence of Rama and 
Lakshmana, Agni appeared and offered Vedavati to Ravana as the real Sita who was kept with 
him by Rama to evade Ravana. Ravana was tricked into thinking that Vedavati was the real Sita.

Ravana took Vedavati to Lanka thinking she was the real Sita, while Agni took Sita to his house 
and asked his wife Swahadevi to look after her. After the destruction of Ravana, Vedavati entered 
the fire when rejected by Rama. Then, Agni, offered the real Sita to Rama. Rama then questioned 
her as to who the other lady by her side was. Sita informed Rama that the lady was Vedavati who 
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endured Ravana’s torture for ten months in Lanka for her sake. Sita requested Rama to accept 
Vedavati also as his spouse. But Rama declined her request saying that he believed in having 
only one wife during his life time. However, He promised to wed her in her next birth as Padmavati, 
born as the daughter of Akasa Raja, when Rama himself would take the form of Srinivasa.

After listening to Srinivasa’s story of how he had promised to marry Vedavati in her next birth as 
Padmavati, Vakuladevi realised that Srinivasa would not be happy unless he married Padmavati. She 
offered to go to Akasa Raja and his Queen and arrange for the marriage. On the way she met the maid-
servants of Padmavati returning from a Siva Temple. She learnt from them that Padmavati was also 

pining for Srinivasa. Vakuladevi went along with the maidservants to the Queen. Meanwhile, Akasa 
Raja and his queen Dharanidevi were anxious about the health of their daughter, Padmavathi. They 
learnt about Padmavathi’s love for Srinivasa of Venkata Hill. Akasa Raja consulted Brihaspati about the 
propriety of the marriage and was informed that the marriage was in the best interest of both the parties.
After the departure of Vakuladevi, Srinivasa could not rest in peace. He doubted if she would succeed 
in her mission. He, therefore, assumed the form of a lady fortune-teller and entered the streets of the 
capital telling fortunes. Padmavathi’s maids saw her and invited her to the presence of their Queen.

The maid-servants informed Queen Dharanidevi that the fortune-teller was hesitating to enter the 
palace without the Queen’s invitation.The Queen came out herself and invited the fortune-teller into 
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the palace.The fortune- teller was taken to the presence of Princess Padmavati.The fortune-teller read 
the palm of the Princess and told the Queen about the cause of Padmavati’s indisposition. She advised 
the Queen to give Padmavati in marriage to Lord Srinivasa. She also told the Queen that a lady would 
approach her shortly on behalf of Lord Srinivasa, to formally request Padmavati’s hand in marriage.

After the departure of the fortune-teller, Vakuladevi arrived at the palace, and was taken by the 
maidservants to the Queen. She informed the Queen that she had come on behalf Lord Srinivasa 
to request the hand of Padmavati in marriage. Having consulted Brihaspati and heard from his 
Queen about the prediction of the fortune-teller and the arrival of the messenger from Srinivasa, 

Akasa Raja decided to hand his daughter in marriage to Srinivasa.He asked the palace purohits 
to fix a muhurtam for the marriage. Akasa Raja informed his ministers and other officials of his 
plans. Immediately, a letter was drafted requesting Srinivasa to come and marry the Princess.
Akasa Raja entrusted the delivery of the letter to Sukamahamunin. Suka went to the Venkata Hill with 
Vakuladevi. He presented the patrika to Lord Srinivasa, who was very happy. The Lord sent his garland 
for Padmavati through Suka. Kubera lent money to Lord Srinivasa to meet the expenses of the marriage.
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Kuchipudi is an Indian classical dance form originated from the village called ‘KUCHIPUDI’ in Krishna 
district,(100kms away from Vijayawada),Andhra Pradesh. Kuchipudi, originally performed by many 
made artistes has got a popular and recognized for the format of portraying dance-dramas. 

Kuchipudi traces its roots to the Natya sastra by the sage Bharata which is a foundational treatise 
of any Indian performing arts. This is known have been documented during 500 BCE. Since then, it 
evolved as a religious art form that connects traditionally with temples, spiritual faiths and travelling 
bards. This ancient dance form finds place in the 10th century copper inscriptions and in 15th 
century texts like ‘Machupalli Kaifat’. 

Fact: Bharata Muni in Natya Shastra attributes movement called ‘Kaishiki vritti’ and a raga called 
‘Andhri’ to the region of Andhra.

During the 10th centrury, the copper inscriptions (Tala Patralu) confirm the existence of dance-
drama performed influenced by Shaivism, referred to as “Brahmana Mela” or “Brahma Mela”. The 
vedic and puranic conflicts of that time caused a lot of damage to the art form. It was not until the 2nd 
millennium, when the Vaishavism embraced the art form with music incorporating Bhakti towards 
lord Krishna. The rule of many kingdoms and the patronizing of art forms led to a wide spread in the 
successions of the art from with regional adaptations. For example; South India’s Tamil region as 
‘Bhagavata Mela Nataka’ and in Andhra region as Kuchipudi which are both said to be have close 
conenctions to ‘Yakshagana’, a traditional theatre form in Karnataka region. 

Guru Tirtha Narayana Yati, and his disciple Siddhendra Yogi initiated, methodized and arranged 
the present day version of the dance form in 17th century. The three influential figures known as 

Kuchipudi
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Trimurthulu in Kuchipudi are Vedantam Lakshmi Narayana Sastri, Vempati Venkata Narayana Sastri 
and Chinta Venkata Ramayya. They focused and contributed their lives on reviving and relaunching 
Kuchipudi art form after the classical dance forms came under a sustained ridicule. They have not 
only patronised the art form, but also designed many productions for public performances, which 
then encouraged numerous people to learn the beautiful art form.

A traditional Kuchipudi repertoire consists of performances defined as per the Natya Shastra; 
Nritta- meaning pure dance. A technical performance that focuses on the dancer’s speed, agility 
and rhythmic mastery
Nrithya- meaning expressional dance. A performance that gives the dancer a scope to present a 
story through slower movements but focusing on creating the bhava (expression) and rasa (audience 
mood). This is a performance mostly done on Lord Krishna
Natya means dance drama. A performace that showcases the overall capacity of a dancer- eka 
patra abhinayam (portrayal of a character) to present a story by portraying a character 

An example of a Kuchipudi repertoire: 
a) Yakshaganam-The word literally means the “Songs of the Gods”. 
b) Kalapam- it is a shorter play with only two or three characters. “Bhamakalapam” is a very  
 notable kalapam
c) Tarangam-The word “Tarangam” means waves. The songs are excerpts from the opera  
 named “Krishna LeelaTarangini” written by Saint Narayana Tirtha. There are a total of 12  
 tarangam compositions 
d) Veedhinatakams they are humorous and light hearted offshoots of the Yakshaganas to be  
 accessible to the larger public and the rustic audience.
e) Dharuvu- The word “dhruv”in Sanskrit means to establish. They are solo pieces that have  
 mnemonic verses interspersed with expression and song. The verse portion of the dance  
 is interpreted by hand gestures and facial expressions. The song portion of the Dharuvu is  
 set to dance with footwork.
f) Shabdham- “Shabda” in Sanskrit means word. In items called as Shabdhamsthe, lyrics   
   take precedence over music. Shabdhamsare usually composed in brisk rhythmic structures.  
 Shabdhams are most notable for their vitality, complicated rhythms and quick changing moods

Some other items in the repertoire of the Kuchipudi include “Jathis” and “Swarajathis” which are 
pure dance numbers set to intricate rhythmic patterns.

Poems on different shades of love and complexity of man woman relationships are dealt with. 
The main pieces usually performed in this category are excerpts from the Gita Govinda of                                    
Jayadeva ,Padams of Kshetrayya and Javalis

Sakeertanams or Keertanams are songs usually sung in religious gatherings. Since, the Kuchipudi 
style was so filled with devotional fervor these were adapted into the repertoire and became highly 
popular. 
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Saint Annamacharya, was born in the 15th century in the Tallapaka, a village in today’s Kadapa 
District, Andhra Pradesh. He is the earliest ever known poet and musician to compose songs of Lord 
Srinivasa of Tirumala. 

It is believed that Annamayya was the incarnation of the Lord’s sword, Nandaka. The poetic works 
of Annamayya’s grand son, Tallapaka Chinnanna supports the same. Annamayya at the age of 
just 16, documented about 32,000 songs praising Lord Venkateswara. His style of work not only 
was devotional and traditional, but also very pleasing and mesmerizing to local residents. This got 
him to be conferred as Sankeerthana Acharya. He is also widely regarded as Andhra Pada kavitā 
Pitāmaha in the recent times.
 
While he saw great popularity and recognition in his early life, lot of his songs were forgotten with 
the due course of time. The ones documented by Annamayya were originally on palm leaves, which 
were later engraved on copper plates by his son Thirumalacharya. Presently about 12,000 out 
of the 32,000 songs composed by him are popularized and known. Recent noble artistes such 
as Mangalampalli Bala Murali Krishna and Smt. M S Subbalakshmi patronized and popularized 
Annamayya sankirtanams to the larger audience. 

The poet Saint of Tirumala
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In 1922, about twenty five hundred copper plates, comprising of about 14,000 sankirtanams and a 
few other works, were found  in a rock built cell, later named as Sankirtana Bhandagaram, opposite 
to the Hundi (donation box) at Tirumala temple. Ever since, TTD (Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam) 
along with other patronizing organizations are vastly ensuring to protect and promote the works of 
Sri Annamacharya. 

Annmayya’s compositions broadly fall under the Bhakti, Vedanta and Viragya categories. Bhakti 
songs are majorly in praise of Lord Venkateswara, Krishna and Narayana. Vedanta songs are 
educative and community based which touch upon the then prevailing conditions of the society. 
Lastly, Viragya songs are about submitting one self to the lord, which are more philosophical in 
the meaning. Annamayya’s uniqueness is the ability to express profound emotions and thoughts in 
simple words and colloquial adaptations. 

Some of his noted works:
Venkatachala Mahatyam, Sringar Manjari, Dwipada,,Sankirtana Lakshanam

Some of his popular compositons:
Venkataa Chala Nilayam Vaikunta Pura Vasam, Deva Deavam Bhaje Divya Prabhavam
Brahamokka te, Parabhramamokkate, Adhivo Alladhivo, Sriharivasamu
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